There can be no doubt that in the cases I have just described there is a very serious impairment of both moral feeling and common sense. The alteration of moral feeling is shown by the lack of affection and self-respect, the want of all sense of obligation and responsibility, and the absence of all shame and remorse for misdeeds.
Perhaps some contrition may be expressed, but it is evident that there is no real feeling of shame; on the contrary some of these children seem to glory in their misconduct. The want of wisdom or common sense is shown in such children by the utter senselessness of their acts, by the fact that even in the cases where these bring them a temporary gratification this is but short lived, so that in the long run the disadvantage by far outweighs the advantage, also by the fact that they are undeterred by punishment and are incapable of profiting by experience. Indeed, with regard to the nature of the misconduct of these children, also, I think, with regard to the psychology underlying this, many of them are indistinguishable from that class of defectives known as moral imbeciles.
I have seen a few cases in which, whilst the general misbehaviour is similar, the mental disorder underlying it appears to me to be slightly different. In these the child does show evidence of shame and regret for the acts he has committed.
In other words, he not only knows, but he feels that he has done wrong. 
